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1. (sbu) summary: to protest the new Public Employment 
Statutory Law, passed last year under President Chaves's 
decree authority, thousa nds of public sector workers intend 
t6 march on February 27./ 



/ END SUMMARY. 



THE CTV RETURNS TO CENTER STAGE ' 



public sector Workers, joined by workers from other 
sectors, will hold a major march in Caracas to protest the 
new Public Employment Statutory Law, passed last year as 
part of president Chaves's controversial Enabling Law 
package. This law is controversial mainly because it 
prohibits workers in key public sectors such as education, 
health, oil. and customs from striking, and that it forces 
collective contracts to be approved through a chain of 
ministries, with the president himself having the final 
word. More traditional labor leaders define the law. which 
incidentally is backed by the pro-Chavez Bolivarian Labor 
Force (FBT) , as "neollberal." 



CTV ELECTIONS STILL NOT RECOGNIZED 



4. (0) Hanging over the head of the CTV 



is the 

lack of recognition of last October's e lt c L ' tion oy fche pro- 
Chavez National Electoral Council (CNE) . This impediment 
has, at least officially, made it impossible for the 
Ministry of Labor to reactivate the "tripartite" talks 
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between the government, business, sod labor to discuss • 
new minimum wage. Some labor officials have noted publicly 
their fear that the government will simply declare a new 
minimum wage without their input . 



ELECTORAL SHADOW STILL HANGS OVER CTV 



5. (U) Last October's election still has sot been settled 
within labor, either. Pour members of the 14 seat CTV 
Executive committee still refuse their s eats to protest 
what they claim were fraudulent results -| 
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